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very frequent; the roads, up and down the Ghaut,
are nearly impassable, and the rivers not always
fordable. Bridges are not common, and the traveller,
either in his carriage or palanquin, has frequently
to wait some time till it is safe to pass over the
rivers. Visitors at the hills therefore hurry back
either to Bombay or Poonah at the beginning of June.
As soon as they leave, those in charge of the bun-
galows prepare for three months and a half of conti-
nual rain. It is a rain of which no one who has not
been in India can form an idea. In the three months
and a half, upwards of three hundred inches of rain
generally fall at the hills; and the fall has been
known to exceed three hundred and fifty.
I have only heard of one person, not a native,,
passing many monsoons at the hills, and that person
was the widow of an American missionary. There
she lived for several years, having, in the rainy
season, no one with her but a few native servants;
snakes, hyenas, tigers, land-crabs, and cheetahs,
her only neighbours.
The first preparation for this deluge is the
packing up of the bungalows. Each is completely
, encased in a most comfortable great-coat, consisting
of ' chuppers,' which are large screens of thatch,
fastened to frames of poles, and so contrived that
they cover up each face of the cottage, and prevent
the rain from reaching the walls.
The chimney is taken care of in the same manner;
the bungalow has no longer any shape whatever;
it looks much like the figures of ladies in the loose
"polka" great-coat, which has been the fashion of